Outcome of pulmonary embolectomy.
In view of the importance of pulmonary embolectomy as a possible treatment option in highly compromised patients with acute pulmonary embolism, a systematic review of immediate surgical outcomes was performed. Pooled data from 46 reported case series of patients operated from 1961 to 2006 showed an average mortality of 389 of 1,300 patients (30%). In patients operated on before 1985, the average mortality was 32%, compared with 20% in patients operated from 1985 to 2005. In patients who experienced cardiac arrest before pulmonary embolectomy, the operative mortality was 59% compared with 29% in patients who did not have preoperative cardiac arrest. In conclusion, despite generally high mortality in patients who undergo pulmonary embolectomy, it may have life-saving potential in some instances.